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Course objectives 

Students will learn the basic psycholinguistic terms and connect the knowledge gained in this course with that 

gained in syntax and applied linguistics courses. At the same time, students will learn to use the basic 

psycholinguistic research tools, which ought to help them in their further scientific and professional activities. 

Learning outcomes 

Students will be able to use the knowledge gained in this course, both in their further academic and foreign 

language teaching practices. 

Course topics 

Students will get familiarised with the basic psychological and neurobiological factors, which influence the ability 

of acquisition, use and understanding of the first and foreign languages. Moreover, students will be introduced to 

the current development of psycholinguistics as a science, as well as presented some issues and problems, 

presently in focus of its research. Particular attention will be placed on the presentation of the influence of 

cognitive science has on the subject of psycholinguistic research and its interdisciplinarity, which presents its 

foundation. 

Teaching methods and strategies 



 

 

Week 1              Psycholinguistics defined 

Week 2              The history of psycholinguistics 

Week 3              The research methods in psycholinguistics 

Week 4              The biology of language 

Week 5              The developmental foundations of language 

Week 6   The social bases of language acquisition 

Week 7   Language and cognition 

Week 8     Research Paper 1 

Week 9              1st language acquisition 

Week 10 2nd language acquisition 

Week 11 Language development 

Week 12 Language production 

Week 13 Language disorders 

Week 14 Bilingualism 

Week 15 Research paper 2 
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Assessment and marking 

Class attendance, research papers, final exam (written). 

Class attendance     5 points 

Research paper 1+1 2x25   50 points 

Final exam     45  points 

Specific course designation 

N/A 

Syllabus information provided by: Prof. Željka Babić, Ph. D. 

 


