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Course title Contemporary Literary Theories
Code Status Semester Contact hours per week ECTS credits
Compulsory 1st 2+2 5

Lecturer(s) Assoc. Prof. Sasa Smulja, Ph.D., Valentina Mileki¢, M.A.

Eligibility requirements

N/A

Course objectives

The aim of the course is to introduce students to the most important aspects of literary theory and
methodology of the study of literature today. In Contemporary Literary Theories students learn about a
wide and diverse range of approaches to literary works, with the aim of gaining a good insight into
modern theoretical and critical thought, and of acquiring quality knowledge, meant to help young
philologists in academic research and writing their first papers on topics related to the study of literature.

Learning outcomes

On completing the Contemporary Literary Theories course, students will have acquired a thorough
knowledge of literary theory and the ability to apply it in interpreting literary texts. They will also have
developed the ability to study literary texts in a quality and comprehensive manner, by selecting for their
research papers among the most up-to-date theoretical and methodological approaches to the study of
literary works. In that way, the knowledge acquired in this course will help young literary scholars to join
and be ready to actively participate in the work of their academic community, write and publish research
papers, take part in conferences, etc.

Course topics

An overview of poetic thought from Plato and Aristotle to positivism. Theory and poetics. The anti-
positivist turn. Literary theory and literary theories in the 20th century. Psychoanalytic, archetypal and
myth criticism. Stylistics as literary criticism. Russian formalism. Bakhtin. New Criticism.
Phenomenology. Hermeneutics. Semiotics. Structuralism. Poststructuralism. Reception theory.
Deconstruction. Marxist and neo-Marxist literary criticism. Pragmatism. Postcolonial theory and
criticism. Feminist theory and criticism. Gender and queer studies. Comparative literary studies.
Imagology and collective mentality studies. Intertextuality. Intermediality. Narratology. Cultural studies.
New historicism and cultural materialism. Postmodern literary theory. Post-theory.

Teaching methods and strategies

Lectures, seminars, discussion Sessions.
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Liber.
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stoljeca). Zagreb: Liber.
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Assessment and marking

Term paper, mid-term test, class participation, written and oral exam.

Class attendance and active participation 10%
Mid-term test 20%
Term paper 20%
End-of-course exam 50%

Special course designation

Syllabus information provided by: Assoc. Prof. Sasa Smulja, Ph.D.







