
 Title of the subject:  Introduction to General 

Linguistics 
 

 

    
 

     
 

Subject code Subject status Semester  Number of ECTS credits Number of classes 
 

 Compulsory 1  3 2+0 
  

 
Study programme for which it is organised: 

The Serbian Language and Literature 
Connection to other subjects: No  
The subject’s objectives: 
To acquire knowledge of basic concepts of general linguistics 
Outcome / results of studying (acquired knowledge): 
Students acquired basic knowledge of general linguistics   
Name and surname of a professor and teaching assistant: Mijana Kuburić Macura, PhD  
Methods of teaching and acquiring lessons: 

lectures  
Content of the subject:  

Preparatory week 
Preparation and semester 

enrollment 
 

I week                      Linguistics and its subject. A place of language in human life. A language and other communication systems.  
Language – speech – language skills. A language and a thought. A language and reality. 

 

II week General linguistics and linguistics of individual languages. Types of language classification.  
 

  Language distribution (language picture of the world). Language universals.  
 

III week 
 

Development of language study. Prestructual, structural, transformational-generative and poststructural 

period. 

 

  
 

   
 

IV week 

Language system and language structure. Language sign. Signified and signifier. Syntagmatic and 

paradigmatic relations. Synchronic and diachronic concepts. Hierarchy of language levels. General 

linguistics and grammatical terms. 
 

   
 

   
 

V week 

Phonetics and phonology. Sound, phoneme, allophone, and facultative phoneme variant. Distinctive 

features. Phonological oppositions. Prosody. Graphology. Reading and writing.   
 

  

  
 

VI week 

Morphology, morphematic, morphonology. Types of morphemes. Morpheme and morphology. 

Morphological, word-formation and morphemic analysis.  
 

   
 

VII week 

Syntax. Syntax units: syntaxeme, clause, sentence and connected text. Syntagmatic and paradigmatic 

relations in syntax. Types of syntax: traditional, structural, functional, transformational-generative syntax.  
 

  
 

  
 

VIII week 
Lexicology. Words and lexemes. Structure of a dictionary.   

  
 

IX week 

 

Semantics. Types of semantics units. Semant, component. Semant. Relations on different levels of 

language structure. The semantic triangle. Types of meaning and their conditionality.  
 

   
 

X week Pragmatics. Speech acts. Structure of conversation and text.  
 

XI week 

 

Stratification of language. Language, dialect, sociolect. Language norm and standardization. Literary 

language. Functional differentiation and language culture. 
 

  

  
 

XII week 
Study of language until 19 century. Study of language in ancient Greece. Indian school of grammar study.   

 

 
 

  
 

XIII week Study of language in 19 century.  First scholars in comparative linguistics. Humboldtism in linguistics.    
 

  Neogrammarian. 
 



XIV week 

Study of language in 20 century.  Progressive Slavic schools. Ferdinand de Saussure. Geneva school of 

linguistics. Phonological era in linguistics. Prague school of linguistics. Copenhagen school of linguistics. 
 

   
 

XV week 
Generative approach to language. Noam Chomsky. 

 

 
 



 Number of classes per subject:   
Weekly 

 
In the semester 
 

2+0  
30+0 

 
Students are obliged to attend lectures and exercises.  
Required text: 
Ranko Bugarski, Uvod u opštu lingvistiku, Belgrade (chapters 1-11 from the subject’s content)  
Milka Ivić, Pravci u lingvistici, Belgrade (chapters 12-15 from the subject’s content)  
 
Additional text:  
Smiljka Vasić, Psiholingvistika, Belgrade, 1994. 

David Crystal, The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language, Belgrade, 1996. 

Milorad Radovanović, Sociolingvistika, Novi Sad, 1986. 

John Searle, Speech Acts, Belgrade, 1992. 

Ferdinand de Saussure, General Linguistics, Belgrade, 1977. 

Dubravko Škiljan, Pogled u lingvistiku, Zagreb, 1985.  
 
Assessment and grading: 

Colloquia, written exams  
 
 
Specific note for the subject: -  
Name and surname of the professor who prepared the syllabus: Mijana Kuburić Macura, PhD 

Note:  
 


